Their friendship was still at a very tentative stage,
and she bottled up many of the things she wanted
to say to Sebastian, because her training had taught
her that one must not be familiar with young men
if one wishes to keep their respect. Sebastian saw
through her gentility, and knew that not until he
had made love to her would she treat him with any
naturalness, He was, however, in no hurry to do
so, knowing that this probationary period, when
every meeting held the danger of avowal, was the
most precious and tremulous of all; and that once
it was over, a new phase was instantly entered,
which brought its own delights, but which had
lost a certain freshness, as surely as noon loses the
freshness of the morning. He was therefore quite
content to lounge on Teresa's sofa and listen to
her prattle, contrasting her with other women and
thinking how deliciously ingenuous she was, both
in her confidences and in her reservations, without
wishing to force the pace or to bring about a crisis
which must alter their relations. If he wondered
sometimes about her husband, he never asked her
any questions. That was a matter which she must
manage for herself. He did not even know whether
the doctor was aware of the frequency of his visits,

"Why do you like coming here?" she asked him
once; "you who can go anywhere and meet
anybody?"

He looked at her, but she was sincere; she was
not trying to flirt with him. That was one of her
charms for him: a double-edged phrase was un-
known to her.